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(k) The Commission may extend the 
time limits in paragraphs (g) and (j) of 
this section for good cause. 

(l) The Commission may delegate its 
authority for conducting complaint in-
vestigations to other Federal agencies, 
except that the authority for making 
the final determination may not be 
delegated. 

[49 FR 33211, Aug. 22, 1984, as amended at 50 
FR 50778, Dec. 12, 1985] 

§§ 6.171–6.999 [Reserved] 
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otherwise noted. 

§ 7.1 Scope. 
(a) The regulations in this part apply 

to members and employees of the Fed-
eral Election Commission (‘‘Commis-
sion’’). 

(b) In addition, members and employ-
ees of the Commission are subject to 
the following regulations: 

(1) 5 CFR part 735 (Employee Respon-
sibilities and Conduct); 

(2) 5 CFR part 2634 (Executive Branch 
Financial Disclosure, Qualified Trusts, 
and Certificates of Divestiture); 

(3) 5 CFR part 2635 (Standards of Eth-
ical Conduct for Employees of the Ex-
ecutive Branch); and 

(4) 5 CFR part 4701 (Supplemental 
Standards of Ethical Conduct for Em-
ployees of the Federal Election Com-
mission). 

§ 7.2 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
(a) Commission means the Federal 

Election Commission, 999 E Street 
NW., Washington, DC 20463. 

(b) Commissioner means a member of 
the Federal Election Commission, in 
accordance with 52 U.S.C. 30106. 

(c) Designated Agency Ethics Official 
means the employee designated by the 
Commission to administer the provi-
sions of the Ethics in Government Act 
of 1978 (5 U.S.C. appendix), as amended, 
and includes a designee of the Des-
ignated Agency Ethics Official. The 
General Counsel serves as the Commis-
sion’s Designated Agency Ethics Offi-
cial. 

(d) Employee means an employee of 
the Federal Election Commission and 
includes a special Government em-
ployee as defined in 18 U.S.C. 202(a). 

(e) Ex parte communication means any 
written or oral communication by any 
person outside the agency to any Com-
missioner or any member of any Com-
missioner’s staff, but not to any other 
Commission employee, that imparts in-
formation or argument regarding pro-
spective Commission action or poten-
tial action concerning any pending en-
forcement matter. 

(f) Inspector General means the indi-
vidual appointed by the Commission to 
administer the provisions of the In-
spector General Act of 1978, as amended 
(5 U.S.C. appendix), and includes any 
designee of the Inspector General. 

[76 FR 70330, Nov. 14, 2011, as amended at 79 
FR 77844, Dec. 29, 2014] 

§ 7.3 Interpretation and guidance. 
(a) A Commissioner or employee 

seeking advice and guidance on mat-
ters covered by this part or 5 CFR parts 
735, 2634, 2635, 2640, or 4701 may consult 
with the Designated Agency Ethics Of-
ficial. The Designated Agency Ethics 
Official should be consulted before un-
dertaking any action that might vio-
late this part or 5 CFR parts 735, 2634, 
2635, 2640, or 4701 governing the conduct 
of Commissioners or employees. 

(b) The Designated Agency Ethics Of-
ficial, a Commissioner, or an employee 
may request an opinion from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Government Ethics 
regarding an interpretation of 5 CFR 
parts 2634, 2635, or 2640. 

§ 7.4 Reporting suspected violations. 
Commissioners and employees shall 

disclose immediately any suspected 
violation of a statute or of a rule set 
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